


Just Imagine...

Snow laden trees, wreaths at the windows, 

and welcome mats outé



In 1976 a group of friends took a holiday outing to 

enjoy dinner together at a small country inn in a 

quaint little town on the St. Croix River.  

The journey to the inn was 

delightful, everyone recalling 

childhood memories and family 

traditions as they passed 

frosty farmlands, 

peaceful churches 

and bright houses.



Suddenly, as they rounded a bend in the road, 

the conversation stopped ï

they were amazed at the scene spread out before them. 

A small, turn of the century village, decorated 

for the holidays, covered in gently new-fallen snow.  



Shop windows were warmly lit with holiday offerings, 

a church bell rang, and smoke curled from

chimneys.  

Streets were lined with a 

variety of well-kept homes,

each with wreaths in the 

windows and lights aglow.  

At the end of street, 

carolers sang beneath a 

holly-covered lamppost. 



The idea occurred that night, to recreate the 

charming little Village and the feelings it inspired, 

so that it could exist for everyone, everywhere.  

The idea became a 

reality in 1976 when 

Department 56 

introduced the first 

Snow Houses.



Now, 35 years later, our Villages remain 

at the core of our Company, and together, 

we continue to write a rich history.
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